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DECEMBER 7, 2025 

GREAT MARTYR KATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA, 
AFTERFEAST OF THE ENTRY OF THE THEOTOKOS 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Epistle Readings                        Gospel Readings 
Ephesians 5:8-19  Luke 13:10-17 
Ephesians 6:10-17  Luke 21:12-19 

CHRIST IS IN OUR MIDST! 
HE IS AND EVER SHALL BE! 

Troparion   (Resurrection)  
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure 
body, Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. The powers of heaven 
therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life: “Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy 
Kingdom! Glory to Thy dispensation, O thou who lovest of mankind!” 
Troparion      (Afterfeast)  
Today is the prelude of the good will of God, of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. The 
Virgin appears in the temple of God, in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. Let us rejoice and 
sing to her: “Rejoice, O Fulfillment of the Creator's dispensation.”  
Troparion      (St. Katherine of Alexandria)  
By your virtues, as with the rays of the sun, you enlightened the pagan sages; and like the 
brightest moon for those who walk at night, you drove away the darkness of unbelief, and led the 
Empress to faith; you also rebuked the tyrant, and you were called by God as His bride, O blessed 
Katherine. With love you ascended to the heavenly Bridal Chamber of the most comely Bridegroom 
Christ, by Whom you were crowned with a royal crown. Now standing before Him with the Angels, 
pray for us who honor your holy memory. 
Kontakion (St. Katherine of Alexandria) 
Let all those who with inspiration love the martyrs now form a great choir to honor the most wise 
Katherine, for in the arena she proclaimed Christ and trampled the serpent, revealing the 
knowledge of the orators as despicable. 
Kontakion (Afterfeast)  
The most pure Temple of the Savior; the precious Chamber and Virgin; the sacred Treasure of 
the glory of God, is presented today to the house of the Lord. She brings with her the grace of 
the Spirit, therefore, the angels of God praise her: “Truly this woman is the abode of heaven.” 

Welcome to all guests via livestream and those in person today. We invite you to join 
us for Coffee Hour. If you are interested in learning about the Orthodox Faith and St. 
Luke parish life, feel free to talk with Fr. John and Deacon Stefan.  
Newborn child of God Sophia and her mother will be Churched before Liturgy. 
Fasting Season for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
We now begin the second week of Fasting in preparation for the January 7 Feastday. Fr. 
John is available to discuss fasting disciplines and hear our Confessions by appointment. 
Memorial Prayers - Memory Eternal +   Većnaja Pamjat + 
We pray for the souls of Jeannie Sura, Rick Costello's aunt, on her first anniversary, for 
Derek Kenneth Thieme, friend of Michael Rushin, for Zeljko Bogetic’s mother Danka and 
Ron Kecman’s father Dusan on the anniversaries of their repose. Grant rest eternal with 
the Saints, O Lord, to the souls of the departed.  
Faith in Action Christmas Project – Today and Sunday, December 14 
Today and next Sunday we will be accepting donations of Christmas gift cards to Amazon, 
Target or Walmart in any amount for Second Story, an agency committed to serving 
homeless and at-risk teens. Help spread the joy! Even a small gift can mean the world. 
Orthodoxy 201 - Wednesday, December 10 at 7PM on Zoom 
Everyone is welcome to join in our online discussion of the classic “The Orthodox Way” 
by Metropolitan Kallistos Ware. Fr. John will email his notes and the link. 
Holiday Bake Sale - Saturday, December 13, 9AM–1PM - Set-up Today 
• The Holiday Bake Sale is this coming Saturday. Help is needed after Liturgy today to 
arrange tables & chairs, tablecloths and Christmas decorations. Please lend a hand. 
• See the bulletin board sign-up sheet to volunteer to help on Friday and on Saturday. 
• Help will also be needed at 1PM on Saturday to rearrange the Hall. 
• Parishioners are asked to donate their home-baked goods. Please bring them on Friday 
or before the sale on Saturday. Diana Kinker can answer any questions. 
• The Bake Sale will feature the Sisterhood’s famous nutrolls, poppyseed rolls, apple 
strudels, “Cookies by the Dozen” plus sarma and gibanica. 
• Our Gift Shop Kiosk will be fully stocked with beautiful icons, religious items, books, 
CDs, jewelry, and St. Tikhon’s “Burning Bush” Coffees. All make perfect Christmas gifts! 
• Invite family and friends to come and enjoy our warm hospitality on this festive day. 
Archdiocesan Choir Christmas Sing Along at St. Luke’s - December 28 at 6PM 
Come join in song with friends from other Orthodox parishes. Fr. John’s advice: “Get your 
tickets early. Last year’s event was nearly sold out.” https://www.archdiocesanchoir.org/  
God Grant You Many Years!  Mnogaja Ljeta!    
We rejoice in the Churching of Sophia and the birth of Dn. Stefan’s friend’s baby Sofia. 
Across the miles, we send birthday greetings to Dn. Patrick Gariano and Melissa Barry. 
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