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DECEMBER 14, 2025 
ST. MARDARIJE OF LIBERTYVILLE and 

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA  
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Epistle Reading   Gospel Reading 
Ephesians 6:10-17  Luke 18:18-27 

CHRIST IS IN OUR MIDST! 
HE IS AND EVER SHALL BE! 

Troparion   (Resurrection)  
When You descended to death, O Life Immortal, You slew hell with the splendor of Your Godhead. 
And when from the depths You raised the dead, all the powers of heaven cried out: “O Giver of 
life, Christ our God, glory to You!” 
Troparion (St. Mardarije) 
The truth of things revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and a 
teacher of temperance. Therefore, through humility, you attained the heights; and through 
poverty, riches. O Hierarch Mardarije our Father, entreat Christ God that our souls may be saved. 
Troparion (St. Herman) 
O blessed Father Herman of Alaska, north star of Christ’s holy Church, the light of your holy life 
and great deeds guides those who follow the Orthodox way. Together we lift high the Holy Cross 
you planted firmly in America. Let all behold and glorify Jesus Christ, singing his holy Resurrection. 
Kontakion (Resurrection) 
Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, seeing the miracle of Your Resurrection from the tomb! 
The dead arose!  Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with You, and the world, my 
Savior, praises You forever. 
Kontakion (St. Mardarije) 
Tireless preacher of Christ the Lord, leader on the path of Saint Sava for your people in diaspora, 
labor-loving practitioner and teacher of repentance, Saint Mardarije of Libertyville and America, 
together with all the Enlighteners of the American lands, entreat the only Lover of mankind, to 
grant peace and unity to all Orthodox Christians. 
Kontakion (St. Herman) 
The eternal light of Christ our Savior, guided you, O blessed father Herman, on your evangelical 
journey to America, proclaiming the Gospel of peace. Now you stand before the throne of Glory; 
intercede for your land and its people peace for the world and salvation for our souls! 

Welcome to all guests via livestream and those in person today. We invite you to join 
us for Coffee Hour. If you are interested in learning about the Orthodox Faith and St. 
Luke parish life, feel free to talk with Fr. John and Deacon Stefan.  
Fasting Season for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
We now begin the third week of Fasting in preparation for the January 7 Feastday. Fr. 
John is available to discuss fasting disciplines and hear our Confessions by appointment. 
Memorial Prayers - Memory Eternal +   Većnaja Pamjat + 
We pray for Matushka Nadia Koblosh's daughter Larissa 40 days since her repose, for 
Nick Antich, Matushka Alexandra Safchuk’s mother Olga, Linda Marie Sepelak’s mother 
Shirley, Maria Damjan’s mother Frances, and JoAnne de la Riva’s cousin Martha on the 
anniversaries of their repose. Grant rest eternal with the Saints, O Lord. 
Thank you for all the help given for this year’s Holiday Bake Sale! 
Many thanks to the Sisterhood Board, Nevenka Milosevich and all Sisters, men volunteers, 
all who donated baked goods, and to everyone who attended the beautiful event. 
Faith in Action Christmas Project – Final Day 
Today we will be accepting donations of Christmas gift cards to Amazon, Target or 
Walmart in any amount for Second Story, an agency committed to serving homeless and 
at-risk teens. Help spread the joy! Even a small gift can mean the world.  
Presentation on Fr. Alexander Schmemann – Tuesday, December 16 at 7PM 
Serge Schmemann will speak about his revered father on the St. Nicholas Cathedral Zoom 
Channel on Tuesday: Meeting ID: 210 068 7480, Passcode: 208156 
Orthodoxy 201 - Wednesday, December 17 at 7PM on Zoom 
Everyone is welcome to join in our online discussion of the classic “The Orthodox Way” 
by Metropolitan Kallistos Ware. Fr. John will email his notes and the link. 
Divine Liturgy for St. Nicholas the Wonderworker - Friday, Dec. 19, 10AM  
Come for Liturgy and a fasting potluck. “Srećna Slava” for patron saint day celebrations. 
Archdiocesan Choir Christmas Sing Along at St. Luke’s - December 28 at 6PM 
The Archdiocesan Choir of Washington, DC will host its 4th annual evening of carol singing 
on the 28th here at St. Luke’s. Music selections will include both Orthodox and Western 
carols. It begins with Vespers at 6PM followed by desserts, drinks, and caroling in the 
social hall around 6:45. Reserve tickets in advance to guarantee seating and a caroling 
packet. Invite your family and friends to join in as well! Purchase tickets early 
at: https://www.archdiocesanchoir.org/   
God Grant You Many Years!  Mnogaja Ljeta!    
Birthday greetings to Cindy Volosin, Colin Chung, Mark Damjan, James Mousavi, and 
across the miles to Magdalene Bragulla and Val Maksimovic. Mnogaja ljeta!   
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