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DECEMBER 21, 2025
CONCEPTION by ST. ANNA of the MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS
TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Gospel Readings
Luke 17:12-19
Luke 8:16-24

Epistle Readings

Colossians 1:12-18

Galatians 4:22-31
CHRIST IS IN OUR MIDST!
HE IS AND EVER SHALL BE!

Troparion  (Resurrection)

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord has shown strength with His
arm. He has trampled down death by death. He has become the first born of the dead.
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the world great mercy.

Troparion  (Conception)

Today the bonds of childlessness are loosed, for having heard Joachim and Anna, God
clearly assures them of the birth of the Mother of God, from whom He Himself, the
Uncircumscribed One, was born, becoming man when He commanded the Angel to cry
out: “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you.”

Kontakion (Resurrection)

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, leading us from the gates of
death. On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs they
unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.

Kontakion (Conception)
Today, the inhabited earth celebrates Anna's conception, which was from God, for she
gave birth to her who, beyond understanding, gave birth to the Word.

Kontakion (St. Luke)

Let us praise the godly Luke: he is the true preacher of piety, the orator of ineffable
mysteries and the star of the Church; for the Word, Who alone knows the hearts of men,
chose him, together with wise Paul, to be a teacher of the gentiles!

Fasting Season for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
We now begin the third week of Fasting in preparation for the January 7 Feastday. Fr.
John is available to discuss fasting disciplines and hear our Confessions by appointment.

Welcome to all guests via livestream and those in person today. We invite you to join
us for Coffee Hour. If you are interested in learning about the Orthodox Faith and St.
Luke parish life, feel free to talk with Fr. John and Deacon Stefan.

Memory Eternal + Vec¢naja Pamjat +

We pray for Zeljko Bogetic’s uncle Pavle, Fr. John’s aunt Mary, and Barbara Lane’s father
George on the anniversaries of their repose. Grant them rest eternal with the Saints, O
Lord.

Message from Fr. John about December 25

“Our parishioners have my blessing to break the fast on 'new calendar Christmas'. They
may join others with a clear conscience and in the full joy of celebrating the Nativity of
our Lord.”

Faith in Action Christmas Project — Second Story — Thank you!
Thank you for your generous donations for the homeless and at-risk teens. Your
donations through Second Story will help bring cheer and warmth.

Sisterhood Meeting — Today
All women are invited to attend the Sisterhood meeting after Coffee Hour today. The
agenda includes a preliminary report on the Bake Sale and planning for January 6 & 7.

Orthodoxy 201 — Rescheduled and will resume on January 14th

Archdiocesan Choir Christmas Sing Along at St. Luke’s - December 28 at 6PM
The Archdiocesan Choir of Washington, DC will host its 4" annual evening of carol singing
on the 28™ here at St. Luke’s. Music selections will include both Orthodox and Western
carols. It begins with Vespers at 6PM followed by desserts, drinks, and caroling in the
social hall around 6:45. Reserve tickets in advance to guarantee seating and a caroling
packet. Invite your family and friends to join in as well! Purchase tickets early
at: https://www.archdiocesanchoir.org/

Feast of the Nativity
e Tuesday, January 6
e Wednesday, January 7

7:30PM Burning of the Badnjak and Christmas Eve Vigil
10:00AM Festal Divine Liturgy followed by a luncheon

Ancient Faith Singles Retreat 30+ — January 15-18, 2026

The Ancient Faith Singles Retreat 30+ is for unmarried Orthodox Christians (single,
divorced, widowed) age 30+. This four-day retreat runs Thursday evening through
Sunday Liturgy at the Antiochian Village in Bolivar, PA. Register at
https://www.ancientfaith.com/events/

God Grant You Many Years! Mnogaja Ljeta!

Many Years to Anthony Crisalfi and Matthew Whittington on their first anniversaries of
Baptism and Chrismation, and to Joshua Christenson on his birthday this week. Mnogaja
ljeta!
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