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 DECEMBER 28, 2025 

SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FOREFATHERS 
    TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Epistle Reading   Gospel Reading 
Colossians 3:4-11  Luke 14:16-24 

CHRIST IS IN OUR MIDST! 
HE IS AND EVER SHALL BE! 

Troparion  (Resurrection) 
When the women Disciples of the Lord learned from the Angel the joyous message of thy 
Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the Apostles: “Death 
is overthrown! Christ God is risen, granting the world great mercy!” 
 
Troparion (Holy Forefathers)  
Through faith You justified the Forefathers, betrothing through them the Church of the 
gentiles. These saints exult in glory, for from their seed came forth a glorious fruit: She 
who bore You without seed. So by their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us! 
 
Kontakion  (Resurrection) 
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from 
their chains. He has shattered the gates of hell, and as Master, He has risen on the third 
day! 
 
Kontakion (Holy Forefathers) 
You did not worship the graven image, O thrice-blessed ones, but armed with the 
immaterial Essence of God, you were glorified in a trial by fire. From the midst of 
unbearable flames you called on God, crying: Hasten, O compassionate One! Speedily 
come to our aid, for You are merciful and able to do as You will. 
 
Memory Eternal +   Većnaja Pamjat + 
We pray for Serge Romanchak’s father Archpriest Michael Romanchak and his in-law 
Alessandro, Mark Mamula’s mother Millicent, Valery Fine’s brother Geoffrey, Donna 
Karabin’s aunt Zora Milasnovich and for Mile Milosevich on the anniversaries of their 
repose.  

Welcome to all guests via livestream and those in person with us today. We invite you 
to join us for Coffee Hour. If you are interested in learning about the Orthodox Faith and 
St. Luke parish life, feel free to talk with Fr. John and Deacon Stefan.  
The Nativity Fast and Sacrament of Confession    
Ten more days remain in the Nativity Fast. In addition to our prayer, fasting and 
generosity we are encouraged to come for the Sacrament of Confession. Contact Fr. John 
to schedule an appointment before January 7: john.vitko@gmail.com or 925-667-6451. 
Archdiocesan Choir Christmas Sing Along at St. Luke’s - Today at 6PM 
The 4th annual evening of Orthodox and Western carol singing here today. 6PM Vespers 
and carol singing at 6:45. RSVP: https://www.archdiocesanchoir.org/     
Addictions Recovery Support Network – Monday, December 29, 7PM on Zoom  
Join the monthly Orthodox Ministry conversation on addiction problems and solutions. 
Meeting ID: 210 068 7480; Password: 208156. Contact Samantha Cath for information: 
samanthacath@yahoo.com 703-919-6334. 
First Saturday of the Month – January 3 
• 9AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast    • 5PM Great Vespers 
First Sunday of the Month – January 4 
• Potluck Coffee Hour: We welcome main & side dishes, salads & desserts; no meat/dairy   
• Charity Food Drive: Please bring canned and boxed foods for a Maryland food pantry.   
Church School Nativity Play – Sunday, January 4 
We look forward to the annual Nativity Play next Sunday immediately following Liturgy. 
Feast of the Nativity 
• Tuesday, January 6  7:30PM Burning of the Badnjak and Christmas Eve Vigil   
• Wednesday, January 7      10:00AM Festal Divine Liturgy followed by a luncheon 
• January 7-17   Fast-free days celebrating the Nativity 
Orthodoxy 201 Schedule: Next Class on Wed., January 14 at 7PM  
We will resume zoom discussion of Met. Kallistos Ware’s The Orthodox Way. Fr. John will 
email the zoom link. 
Ancient Faith Singles Retreat 30+ – January 15-18, 2026 
The Ancient Faith Singles Retreat 30+ is for unmarried Orthodox Christians (single, 
divorced, widowed) age 30+. Register at https://www.ancientfaith.com/events/ 

Theodore Schneider requests transportation from Bailey’s Crossroads to St. Luke’s for 
Nativity services and in 2026. Talk with him if you can help. 
God Grant You Many Years! God bless Christine Glomazic and Tracy Milosevich on her 
birthday this week. Mnogaja Ljeta! 
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