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MARCH 8, 2026
DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT

ST. GREGORY PALAMAS

HIEROMARTYR POLYCARP OF SMYRNA
SECOND SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT

Gospel Readings
Mark 2:1-12; John 10:9-16

Epistle Readings
Hebrews 1:10-2:3; 7:26-8:2

Troparion (Resurrection)

The angelic powers were at Your tomb; the guards became as dead men. Mary stood by Your
grave, seeking Your most pure body. You took hell captive, not being tempted by it. You came to
the Virgin, granting life. O Lord, Who rose from the dead, glory to You.

Troparion (St. Luke)

Let us praise with sacred songs the holy Apostle Luke, the recorder of the joyous Gospel of Christ
and the scribe of the Acts of the Apostles, for his writings are a testimony of the Church of Christ:
He is the physician of human weaknesses and infirmities. He heals the wounds of our souls, and
constantly intercedes for our salvation!

Troparion (St. Gregory Palamas)

O Light of Orthodoxy! Teacher of the Church, its confirmation! O ideal of monks and invincible
champion of theologians! O wonder-working Gregory, glory of Thessalonica and preacher of grace!
Always intercede before the Lord that our souls may be saved!

Troparion (St. Polycarp of Smyrna)

By sharing in the ways of the Apostles, you became a successor to their throne. Through the
practice of virtue, you found the way to divine contemplation, O inspired one of God; by teaching
the word of truth without error, you defended the Faith, even to the shedding of your blood.
Hieromartyr Polycarp, entreat Christ God to save our souls.

Kontakion (St. Polycarp of Smyrna)

Through virtues, you offered spiritual fruit to the Lord, therefore, you were glorified as a worthy
hierarch, wise Polycarp. Today, we who have been enlightened by your words extol in song your
praise-worthy memory, thereby giving glory to the Lord.

Kontakion (Triodion)

Now is the time for action! Judgment is at the doors! So let us rise and fast, offering alms with
tears of compunction and crying: Our sins are more in nhumber than the sands of the sea; but
forgive us, O Master of All, so that we may receive the incorruptible crowns.

Welcome to all guests via livestream and those in person with us today. We invite you
to join us for Coffee Hour. If you are interested in learning about the Orthodox Faith
and St. Luke parish life, feel free to talk with Fr. John and Deacon Stefan.

Reception of Catechumens — Today

At the beginning of Divine Liturgy, Felix Chen, Gregory Gersony, and Henry Foster will be
received as catechumens as they begin their journey toward the Orthodox Faith. Please
keep them in your prayers. May they be blessed.

Memory Eternal + Vecnaja Pamjat +

We pray for newly departed Fr. Kyril of St. Tikhon’s Monastery, for Fr. Paul Harrilchak on
the 1st anniversary of his repose, for Nick Wultich on the 7th anniversary of his repose,
and for Rett on his 40th day. O Lord, grant them rest eternal in blessed repose.

Sacrament of Confession
During Great Lent, please make time for Confession. Contact Fr. John to schedule.

Sisterhood Meeting—Today after Coffee Hour in the Office. All women welcome

Weekday and Saturday Service Schedule for March

Wed., March 11 7PM Presanctified Liturgy — Come join the Lenten evening Liturgy.
Fasting begins after the midday meal to prepare for the Eucharist.
A potluck supper of Lenten food will follow.

Sat., March 14
Wed., March 18
Sat., March 21

5PM Great Vespers for the Veneration of the Cross
7PM Presanctified Liturgy — Commemoration of St. Nikolai

10AM Memorial Saturday — Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
followed by a Panikhida Memorial Service

Wed., March 25 7PM Presanctified Liturgy and Potluck
Thurs, March 26 7PM Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete & Life of St. Mary of Egypt.

Lenten Soup Social & St. Luke Annual Meeting — Sunday, March 29
Join us for a Lenten Soup Social followed by the Annual Meeting. There will be reports
from clergy, Board of Trustees, parish ministries and other important matters to discuss.

“Orthodox America” — New Album Release
The Archdiocesan Choir of Washington DC's first album, recorded at St. Luke’s, is now
available on iTunes, Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon.

Save the Date: OCMC Mission Awareness Dinner — Saturday, May 2, 5PM

God Grant You Many Years! Mnogaja Ljeta! God bless Dn. Stefan on the 4th
anniversary of his ordination to the Diaconate. AXIOS! God bless Milica Nina Bogetic on
her birthday this weekend.
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