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MARCH 15, 2026
DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT

VENERATION OF THE CROSS
THIRD SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT

Epistle Readings
Hebrews 4:14-5:6

Gospel Readings
Mark 8:34-9:1

Troparion  (Resurrection)

By Thy Cross, Thou didst destroy death! To the thief, Thou didst open paradise! For the
myrrh bearers, Thou didst change weeping into joy! And Thou didst command Thy
disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen, granting the world great mercy.

Troparion  (Cross)
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Grant victories to the Orthodox
Christians, over their adversaries; and by virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation.

Kontakion (Cross)

Now the flaming sword no longer guards the gates of paradise; it has been mysteriously
quenched by the wood of the Cross! The sting of death and the victory of hell have been
vanquished for Thou, O my Savior, didst come and cry to those in hell: Enter again into
Paradise.

Hymn for the Veneration of the Cross
Before Thy Cross, we bow down in worship, O Master,
and Thy holy Resurrection, we glorify.

At the end of Liturgy, Fr. John and Deacon Stefan will stand and bow in veneration before
the Cross in the center of the church while we join the choir in singing the hymn. Everyone
is invited to come forward one by one, as we are able, for the appropriate three bow-
downs in our personal veneration.

Memory Eternal + Vecnaja Pamjat +

We pray for Tib Trutta’s father Viorel, for Popadija Kitty’s aunt Eleanor, for Nelly
Mudrezow, and for Donna Valdez on the anniversaries of their repose. O Lord, grant them
rest eternal in blessed repose.

Welcome to all guests via livestream and those in person with us today. We invite you
to join us for Coffee Hour. If you are interested in learning about the Orthodox Faith
and St. Luke parish life, feel free to talk with Fr. John and Deacon Stefan.

Sacrament of Confession

Fr. John will be available to hear confessions before weekday services and Saturday
Vespers and at other times, all by appointment. Plan to come before Holy Week begins
on April 6. A Lenten Guidelines printout is on the table at the front of the Church.

Weekday and Saturday Service Schedule for March

Wed., March 18 7PM Presanctified Liturgy — Commemoration of St. Nikolai.
Fasting begins after the midday meal to prepare for the Eucharist.
A potluck supper of Lenten food will follow.

Sat., March 21 10AM Memorial Saturday — Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
followed by a Panikhida Memorial Service. Names of the departed

may be added to the list at the church entrance or at Coffee Hour.
Wed., March 25 7PM Presanctified Liturgy and Potluck
Thurs, March 26 7PM Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete & Life of St. Mary of Egypt.

Sisterhood Lenten Soup Social — Sunday, March 29

Coming up in two weeks, Sisterhood volunteers will provide a variety of Lenten soups for
a fundraising luncheon to benefit FOCUS North America as local Orthodox Churches begin
to establish a FOCUS ministry center in the DC area. The Sisterhood will match all
donations up to $1,000.

St. Luke Annual Assembly — Sunday, March 29

The annual meeting will be convened on the 29* following Liturgy and the Soup Social.
All parishioners are encouraged to attend to hear Clergy and Board of Trustees reports
on the administrative and spiritual health of our parish. The proposed Articles of
Incorporation will be discussed. Contact ronkecman@gmail.com for the agenda.

“Orthodox America” — New Album Release
The Archdiocesan Choir of Washington DC's first album, recorded at St. Luke’s, is now
available on iTunes, Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon.

Save the Date: OCMC Mission Awareness Dinner — Saturday, May 2, 5PM

God Grant You Many Years! Mnogaja Ljeta!

God bless Dn. Patrick Gariano and Matushka Anne on the 20th anniversary of his
ordination to the Diaconate. AXIOS!

God bless those celebrating their birthdays this week: Becca Karabin, Matthew and
Jessica Whittington, and Roland Lucas.
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