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JULY 5, 2026

NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Epistle Readings
Romans 10:1-10
Romans 13:11-14:4

Gospel Readings

Matthew 8:28-9:1

Luke 1:1-25, 57-68, 76, 80
CHRIST IS IN OUR MIDST!
HE IS AND EVER SHALL BE!

Troparion (Resurrection)

When the women Disciples of the Lord learned from the Angel the joyous message of thy
Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the Apostles: “Death is
overthrown! Christ God is risen, granting the world great mercy!”

Troparion (St. John the Baptist)

O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, although we cannot praise thee worthily,
we honor thee in love at thy nativity, for by it thou hast ended thy father’s silence and thy
mother’s barrenness, proclaiming to the world the incarnation of the Son of God!

Kontakion (Resurrection)
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their
chains. He has shattered the gates of hell, and as Master, He has risen on the third day!

Kontakion (St. John the Baptist)

Today the formerly barren woman gives birth to Christ’s Forerunner, who is the fulfillment of
every prophecy; for in the Jordan, when he laid his hand on the One foretold by the Prophets,
he was revealed as Prophet, Herald, and Forerunner of God the Word.

Prayers for the Sick

We continue to ask your prayers for our beloved Popadija Kitty, who is nhow home from the
hospital and recovering. O Christ our God, raise her up again to praise and glorify You forever,
through the prayers of the Mother of God, as You are the only Lover of mankind. Amen.

Welcome to all guests via livestream and those in person with us today. Please join us for
Fellowship Hour! If interested in learning about the Orthodox Faith and St. Luke parish life,
talk with Fr. John and Deacon Stefan.

First Sunday of the Month — Thank You
Many thanks to all who brought food to share for our Potluck Coffee Hour and for our monthly
Charity Food Drive, which will be delivered to a Maryland food bank by Youssef Zaki.

Feast Days and Fasting
e The Apostles’ Fast continues until the Feast of Ss. Peter & Paul on Sunday, July 12.
e Fr. John will answer any questions on personal fasting disciplines and hear Confessions
by appointment.

Orthodoxy 201 — Wednesday, July 8 at 7PM on Zoom
Everyone is welcome to join our continuing discussion of “The Christian Old Testament” by Fr.
Lawrence Farley. Fr. John will email his notes and the Zoom link.

Special Service of Thanksgiving — Saturday, July 11 at 5PM

The OCA Holy Synod has issued a special service of thanksgiving for the 250th anniversary of
our Nation, replacing our Great Vespers at 5PM on Saturday, July 11. Please make an extra
effort to attend and give thanks to God for this land.

Feast of Ss. Peter and Paul — Sunday, July 12
The Apostles’ Fast concludes with this feast. The Feastday Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at
our regular Sunday service.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast — Resumes Saturday, August 1

Pilgrimage to Mt. Athos — November 7-15, 2026

Join us on a pilgrimage to Mt. Athos, November 7—-15, 2026! This nine-day journey travels
through Thessaloniki, Meteora, and the Holy Mountain. Please spread the word to all men who
may be drawn to this once-in-a-lifetime journey. See Chris Little for details.

God Grant You Many Years! Mnogaja Ljeta!

God bless Louise Romanchak, who celebrates her birthday this week. We also offer prayers
for Ivan Stoykov’s sister Desislava, her husband Nikolai, and their newborn son Kaloyan. Keep
and preserve them all for Many Years!

Announcements: Send items to Niko Yang — jaey226@gmail.com.
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